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a different aspect. It appears they are really people of
high consideration, and great wealth too. Nobody could
describe them as adventurers.'

4 We might gain a little time/ said the Duchess, * I dis-
like peremptory decisions. It is a pity we have not an
opportunity of seeing the young lady.'

' Granville says she is the most beautiful woman he ever
met, except her sister.'

4 That is the artist's wife ? ' said the Duchess,

* Yes,' said the Duke ; * I believe a most distinguished
man, but it rather adds to the imbroglio. Perhaps things
may turn out, better than they first promised. The fact is,

I  am more amazed than annoyed.    Granville knows the
father,   it seems,   intimately.     He  knows  so  many  odd
people.    He wants me to meet him at dinner.    What do
you think about it ?   It is a good thing sometimes to judge
for oneself.    They say this Prince of Samos she is half
betrothed to is attache to the Turkish Embassy at Vienna,
and is to visit England.*

' My nervous system is quite shaken,' said the Duchess.

I1  wish we could all go to Brentham.    I mentioned it to
Corisande this morning, and I was surprised to find that'
she wished to remain in town.'

'Well, we will decide nothing, my dear, in a hurry. St.
Aldegonde says that, if we decide in that sense, he will under-
take to break off the whole affair. We may rely on that. We
need consider the business only with reference to Bertram's
happiness and feelings. This is an important issue no
doubt, but it is a limited one. The business is not of so
disagreeable a nature as it seemed. It is not an affair of a
rash engagement in a discreditable quarter from which ho
cannot extricate himself. There is no doubt they are
thoroughly reputable people, and will sanction nothing
which is not decorous and honourable. St. Aldegonde has
been a comfort to me in this matter; and vou will find out